The Levantine Heritage Charitable Foundation
Advancing education in the heritage, arts and culture of communities in the Levant region
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The Levantine Heritage Charitable Foundation is a membership association which promotes research, preservation and education in the heritage, arts and culture of the communities of the wider Levant region encompassed by the former Ottoman Empire between the 17th and 20th centuries.  
The Ottoman Levant covered much of Greece, the Balkans, Turkey, Syria, the Lebanon, Palestine and Egypt and its influence extended far beyond.  The peoples and communities who traded and settled in the area were diverse in origin and faiths, including Greeks, Italians, Turks, Persians, Arabs, French, British, many other Europeans and Americans.  With the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire in 1923, many of the cosmopolitan communities of the Levant region scattered around the globe.
The Levantine Heritage Charitable Foundation is piecing together these communities’ histories and legacies for future generations to study and build on.  Many of our members actively contribute to a central body of knowledge which we are gradually digitising and making available to all.  We raise funds through membership subscriptions and donations which we put to good use in advancing research and making it publicly accessible.  For example, capturing, preserving and sharing the memories, records and artefacts of Levantine organisations and families wherever they may now be.
Our members receive the benefits of participating in a community of interest in the Levant region’s culture and history.  We arrange conferences and formal publications and a programme of informal talks and visits to sites of Levantine interest.  The first Levantine Heritage Conference was held in Izmir in 2010 and hosted by the Izmir Chamber of Commerce.  It attracted over 100 participants from the Levant region and from as far away as the USA and Australia.  Several academic papers and other presentations were given and the event received front-page local and national press coverage. 
We have a sister website www.levantineheritage.com where old Levantine families share their memories.  We are establishing affiliations with other organisations with which we can exchange knowledge and coordinate events for our members and for the wider public.  Members can take satisfaction in knowing that whatever contribution they make will add to the preservation and distribution of knowledge about this fascinating area and period in history.
Please make a donation or become a member of The Levantine Heritage Charitable Foundation by completing the attached form and returning it to the address below.  Or you can apply online at www.levantineheritagefoundation.org :
The Membership Secretary
The Levantine Heritage Charitable Foundation
c/o  33 Ham Shades Lane
Whitstable
Kent CT5 1NX
Email:		membership@levantineheritagefoundation.org

www.levantineheritagefoundation.org

Join the Levantine Heritage Charitable Foundation
	I wish to become a Member of The Levantine Heritage Foundation for (please tick):
  1 year Single Member £20		  1 year Joint Membership £30	
  Life Member £250
	I wish to make a donation of:    £25		  £50		  £75		 £_______  
Title: 	________	Name:	_______________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ Post code: ___________________
	I wish to pay by cheque payable to “The Levantine Heritage Charitable Foundation”
	Please debit my MasterCard/Visa/Maestro/Amex/Other card:
Card no.	 __________________________________________	Expiry date:  /
Valid from:  /	Maestro issue no:  	Security code: 
Signature:____________________________________________  	Date: _________________
Email:	______________________________________________  (to help keep down our costs)
We will not pass on your details to other organisations.  We will write to you occasionally to keep you updated on current projects and appeals.  Please tick this box if you do not want this information sent to you .
[image: http://www.history.org.uk/library/0905/0000/0033/gift_aid_it_logo_295.jpg] If you are a UK tax payer we can claim back the tax you paid on your Membership subscription and any donations and so increase your gift by 25%. Just sign and date the declaration below:
I would like to Gift Aid all membership subscriptions and donations I have made to The Levantine Heritage Charitable Foundation in the last four years and any I make from now on until further notice.  I am paying an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax equal to the tax that The Levantine Heritage Charitable Foundation will reclaim on my contributions.
Signature:____________________________________________  	Date: __________________
Please send this form and your payment to:
The Membership Secretary
The Levantine Heritage Charitable Foundation
c/o 33 Ham Shades Lane
Whitstable
Kent CT5 1NX
Email:	membership@levantineheritage.com

The Levantine Heritage Charitable Foundation is a non-profit association with a constitution prepared and adopted according to the guidelines of The Charity Commission for England and Wales.
Trustees:  Jonathan Beard, Quentin Compton-Bishop, Craig Encer, Dr Philip Mansel FRHS, Dr George Vassiadis
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